CULTURE INFORMATION : POTTING STAGE
Growing cyclamen,three keys to success :
potting, pot and soil
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______ 1. THE POTTING
The success of potting really sarts before the receipt of young plants, by preparing the best possible conditions..

Reception of the young plants :
Always keep young plants isolated from the ground or on tables that have been
disinfected and maintain a fairly low level of light (200 W/m2), watering slightly if
necessary without either fertilizer or acid (with clean water).

Planning the site :
Avoid storing young plants in their trays as this could lead to stretching. A cyclamen
that stays in a tray too long loses out on its early development, suffers needless
stress and becomes more fragile.

Storage too long in tray : deshydratation.

The cotyledon leaf :
This leaf has fulfilled its function over several months. Once the plug has taken root
in the pot, it will disappear little by little, by drying out naturally. It is not necessary
and not advisable to pull it off as you run the risk of damaging the plant .
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The potting hole :
The roots of young plants are always fragile and can be easily damaged when being
potted. To avoid this, you are strongly advised to use demoulding plates with the right
matrix so that the plug can be removed gently from its cell. Also use a corresponding
tool for the preparation of a hole in the growing medium .

The height of the bulb :
Ensure that the corm is correctly positioned to avoid needless problems : neither too
deep ( rotting, delayed flowering), nor too shalllow (too dry, unstable). It is generally
accepted that 2/3 below ground and 1/3 above is a good compromise. You must
anticipate the packing of the medium with the watering in order to determine the depth
for potting .

Transport trays :
The use of transport or growing trays at the time of potting has become increasingly
more common. Their design type will have a strong influence on the watering before
spacing. Guard against choosing trays with water reservoir as these often prevent
correct drainage. Rather choose trays with a good opening at the bottom as this
facilitates airing. This type of tray will change the dose and the frequency of watering
because of its capacity to retain water .
Prevention of health risks :
The greatest of care must be given to the potting work area, whether this activity be manual or automatic.
The disinfecting of tools, machines and growing supports is strongly advised .
For more information on disinfecting or the prevention of Fusariose, consult our site www.cyclamen.com.

______ 2. CHOOSING THE RIGHT POT
There is a very large range of pots on offer. Which to choose is closely linked to the system of watering used .

Clay pots:
In Southern Europe, most cyclamens are grown in clay pots. These offer the advantages of :





Preservation of coolness for the roots
Better stability of the plant
Increased commercial advantage for consumers

Certain disadvantages must also be taken into account :




Absorption of water and nutrients by the pot itself and not by the soil .



With a drip system, when fertilizer is being applied, the supply must be
greater (more abundant and more frequent) because of absorption by
the pot .
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A design of pot that sometimes does not provide drainage that is
sufficiently adapted to subirrigation. This limits the process of watering
with very long times of filling and emptying while delivering large doses
of water to the plant. This large supply of water limits the action of the
producer on the control of the growth .
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Plastic pots :
Used by the great majority of growers, these offer a number of advantages :






Light in weight



Lack of opacity : in general, you should always remember the sensitivity of the roots of the cyclamen to the
passage of light through the pot. A good plastic pot must be black inside so as to ensure total opacity .

Economy
Mechanisation

Personalizable
Disadvantages :



In hot regions, pots with black exteriors should be avoided. They carry an excess of heat to the roots which is
harmful .
The colour of the exterior of the plastic pot can be white, to take advantage of the reflection of light ; this would contribute
to the production of more compact cyclamen.
A choice of different colours affords a marketing opportunity and a more distinctive personalization (commercial designs,
marking of pots, for example) .

Interaction between watering system and beginning of cultivation :
Watering with drip system :
With a drip system, frequently pots are placed directly on the ground .
Be careful ! The ground can represent a real source of disease. More often than not, it has not been properly leveled
and does not allow for sufficient drainage after watering. Very often, this undrained water is reabsorbed and causes
irregularities in growth .
To avoid this, we propose two solutions :



Adjust the dosage of watering so as to ensure regular drainage and
avoid stagnant water under the pots .



Choose a pot that prevents direct contact with the ground, such as a pot
with small feet underneath .

A reminder here of the determining importance of the precision of watering in
cultivation, and of the sensitivity of the cyclamen to root asphyxiation .
Watering by subirrigation :
With capillary action watering systems, the precision and dosage of watering are more difficult because they are less
easy to control. The aim is to limit this capillary action in order to drain as much water as possible and to increase evacuation. It is preferable to maintain a high frequency of dosage but in small doses (especially in hot periods)

Today, some pots are designed with several levels in the bottom and have 12 to
16 holes for acceleration of drainage. Using this type of pot, you can fulfill two
objectives at the same time: improve both drainage and ventilation, which allows
for a better absorption of fertilizers, by the roots. .

In the case of watering by mat, the choice of pot is guided by the same technical criteria in terms of their design (read
more...)
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______ 3. CHOOSING THE CORRECT MEDIUM
Today there is a wide choice of types and brands of medium but when dealing with cyclamen, it is wise to choose a
superior product.
Irrespective of the growers and their equipment, the aim is to find the best balance between the quantities of water, air, and
the length of exchanges between the two, so as to produce an effective root system. The medium for the cultivation of
cyclamens must be new. Reuse of an old medium should be avoided because of the high level of risk of the presence of
pathogens . (read more…)

Composition :
In our experience, the most effective mediums are those composed of :





a majority of white peat
perlite to increase drainage
white peat in various coarseness

In the specific case of watering by drippers with a high flow (> 2 l/h), the mixture must
have more draining power with coarser material and additives such as clay or frozen
black peat in a percentage of 5 to 10% .

The placing of plants on growing supports will impact upon the balance and rhythm of
watering depending upon the movement of air. For example, growing in a clay pot with
a very open medium on a wire-mesh growing table can give a result that differs from
that of a cultivation on the ground using a plastic pot and a less draining soil .
The placing of plants on growing supports will impact upon the balance and rhythm of
watering depending upon the movement of air. For example, growing in a clay pot with
a very open medium on a wire-mesh growing table can give a result that differs from
that of a cultivation on the ground using a plastic pot and a less draining soil which
comes from above via the top of the pot and that it is drawn towards the bottom by the
effect of descending gravitation. The water released from the pot is replaced by air
and oxygen at root level.

Basic fertilizer :
Insofar as chemical fertilizing additives are concerned, options vary according to choice of variety. For cultivation of
Metis®, Tianis® and Premium, add 0,5 kg/m3 of basic fertilizer. For Halios® and Latinia® in bigger pots, add up to 1
Kg/m3. Remember that with the first watering from above, these supplies must suffice until the first spacing ( 4 to 5
weeks after potting ).(read more…)
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